June 16, 2026
Seward County Board of Commissioners

State of Nebraska)
County of Seward) ss.

A regular meeting of the Seward County Board of Commissioners was convened in open
and public session at 9:00 a.m. on June 16, 2026 in the Commissioner’s room at the
Seward County Courthouse. Notice of the meeting was posted on the Courthouse
bulletin board, on the Commissioner’s Room door, on the Seward County website:
sewardcountyne.gov and published in the Seward County Independent. The agenda for
all meetings is kept continually current and is available for public inspection at the
County Clerk’s Office during normal business hours. The agenda is held open until one
business day prior to the meeting for appearance before the Board. The Board of
Commissioners has the right to modify the agenda to include items of an emergency
nature only at such public meeting.

The Seward County Board of Commissioners convened on June 16, 2026 at 9:00
a.m.
Present: Chairperson: Misty Ahmic
Members: Raegan Hain, Darrell Zabrocki, Scott Pekarek
Deputy County Clerk: Brandy Johnson
Absent: Member: Ken Schmieding

Deputy County Attorney Barbara Armstead was present as legal counsel.

The Chairperson noted that the public meeting information is posted as required by
law and available for public distribution if requested.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Moved by Zabrocki and seconded by Pekarek to approve the minutes of June 9, 2026.
Affirmative Vote: Zabrocki, Pekarek, Hain, Ahmic Motion Carried

Moved by Hain and seconded by Zabrocki to approve claims through June 5, 2026.
SEWARD COUNTY CLAIMS THROUGH JUNE 5, 2026

ADAMS CO SHERIFF $18.50 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST $1,289.98
ADVANCED CORR HLTHCR $8,336.92 TRANSUNION RISK $1,165.00
ALLO COMMUNIC $5,029.19 TRINITY SERVICES GRP $8,867.15
AMAZON CAPITAL SERV $647.33 UNIV OF NE LINCOLN $929.48
AMAZON CAPITAL SERV $209.01 UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA $10,814.98
AMERITAS LIFE INS $18,239.35 UNL PRINT & COPY SERV $152.89
BLUE VALLEY BEHAV HLTH $360.00 VERIZON WIRELESS SERV $40.04
BRENNAN, NIELSEN LAW $6,562.09 VERIZON WIRELESS SERV $40.04
BRIAN FORAL $1,605.57 VIRTUAL GURUS $36.00
CA MARKETING $353.33 VISA $184.71
CAMPBELL CLEANING $5,070.00 VISA $1,429.20
CAMPLIN & BIRD LEGAL GRP $250.00 VISA $156.00
CENTEC CAST METAL $514.67 VISA $234.41
CENTURY BUSINESS PROD $123.44 VISA $825.86
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON $962.50 VISA $1,163.97
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON $887.50 VISA $244.26
CITY OF SEWARD $6,108.05 VISA $38.98
CITY OF SEWARD $5,583.14 WESTERN OIL II $95.00
CLERK OF THE DIST CRT $132.00 UTICA BODY & PAINT $1,000.00
COAST TO COAST COMPUTER $919.98 WOODS & AITKEN LLP $9,660.25
CULLIGAN $84.70 WYTHERS LAW $3,128.00
CULLIGAN $28.20 AMERITAS LIFE INS $3,456.86
CULLIGAN $110.65 BEATRICE CONCRETE CO $4,927.34
DES MOINES STAMP MFG $76.00 BEAVER HARDWARE $580.93
DIAMOND DRUGS $1,253.20 CROUCH'S HARDWARE $635.19
DODGE CO SHERIFF $7.51 DALE JOHNSON ENT $6,618.03

EAKES OFFICE PLUS $38.38 FARMERS COOP $2,978.95
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SEWARD CO TREASURER $15.00 GROSS SALARIES INCLUDE DEDUCTIONS TO:

SHIFFERMILLER LAW $4,824.75  AMERITAS DENTAL
SIRCHIE ACQUISITION CO $176.93  AMERITAS VISION
SMPC, LLC $4,350.00  COLONIAL SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE
SOARIN GROUP $1,297.00  MID AMERICAN CO WISCONSIN
SOARIN GROUP $81.00  POINTC
SOARIN GROUP $6,091.25  LPL FINANCIAL
SPORTS EXPRESS $19.00
Affirmative Vote: Hain, Zabrocki, Pekarek, Ahmic Motion Carried

Moved by Pekarek and seconded by Hain to approve the consent agenda consisting of:
a. Sheriff Fee & Mileage Reports for April 2026 - $1,164.00 & 830.50
b. Sheriff Fee & Mileage Reports for May 2026 - $1310.00 & $939.30
c. Surplus Property Disposal Request for Road Dept
d. Annual Return of Disposed Items from Sheriff’s Office
Affirmative Vote: Pekarek, Hain, Zabrocki, Ahmic Motion Carried

Commissioner Reports:
Commissioner Hain reported she attended a Four Corners Health Board meeting,

attended an Extension Board meeting, attended an Ag Society meeting, has been
receiving various correspondence regarding road conditions and following up on roads
that have been reported repeatedly, has been checking Aging Services emails and
phone calls, and following up on Aging Services reconciliation reports for the end of the
fiscal year, and reconciled the Opioid Fund.

Heidi Fleischman, Road Department Administrative Assistant, was present to discuss
potentially hosting a Scrap Tire Clean-Up event during the 2027 fiscal year. Fleischman
noted that there is a grant funding opportunity available until August 5%, 2026, and
inquired about the interest in hosting an event. There was discussion regarding event
details to be included in the grant application, such as potential dates, times, and
acceptable tonnage amounts. It was decided that Fleischman will apply for grants to
host a Scrap Tire Clean-Up event April 24 & 25, 2027 at the Missile Base, and accept up
to 450 tons of scrap tires.

Carrie Rodriguez, Chief Probation Officer, and Morgan Campbell, Chief Deputy Probation
Officer from the 5™ District Probation Office, were present to give an annual report of
their services in Seward County, and request $36,409.73 in funding for the 2026-2027
fiscal year.

The discussion authorizing the Chair to sign the Service Subscription Agreement with
IDEMIA for LiveScan Service was tabled.

Sara Stenger, Detention Center Director, and Andrew Truslow, Deputy Detention Center
Director, were present, along with Sheriff Mike Vance, to discuss a step plan pay
proposal request for the Detention Center. At the June 9™ Commissioner meeting, they
proposed a step pay plan, as a way to improve employee retention, and were asked to
collect data from the Southeast District and bring it back for further discussion. They
presented updated data as requested. Stenger proposed a $3/hour increase for staff,
and an additional $1.50/hour shift differential. Ahmic reported that she had looked at
the presented data from counties in the southeast district that are comparable, and
recommended, based on that data, increasing the starting wage to $25/hour starting
wage, a 2% standard increase, and up to a 2% merit after one year, which would end
up being close to what Stenger proposed. There was a lengthy discussion regarding
how the increased starting wage would affect the pay of current employees, budget
consideration, and whether or not to increase shift differential in addition to starting
wages. Ahmic noted that the board was only looking at “hard to fill” positions at this
time, as all wages were adjusted last year and are, by policy, only adjusted every three
years.

Moved by Zabrocki and seconded by Hain to increase the starting wages for corrections
officers at the Seward County Jail to a starting wage of $25/hour, with a 2% across the
board increase, plus a possible 2% merit increase at the end of one year for new



employees, and no change in shift differential as it stands at $0.75/hour starting July 1.
Existing Correction Officers will receive an increase of $2.13/hour, plus merit, starting
July 1st,

Affirmative Vote: Zabrocki, Hain, Ahmic,

Voting No: Pekarek Motion Carried

The Commissioners recessed at 10:38 a.m.
The Commissioners reconvened at 10:43 a.m.

Commissioner Reports, continued:
Commissioner Zabrocki reported he has been spending time working in Public Transit,

attended a Broadband Taskforce meeting, had a meeting with county officials from the
Courthouse and the City Administrator, completed work on Sheriff’s inventory, attended
a Nebraska Department of Transportation (NDOT) training, and attended an E911
Board meeting.

Commissioner Ahmic reported she had a budget related meeting with a representative
from Seward County Chamber & Development Partnership (SCCDP), attended a
Broadband Taskforce meeting, received several calls regarding road conditions,
participated in a Public Transit interview, asked Captain Borges from the Sheriff’s Office
to attend a Kiwanis meeting and talk about the DARE program, attended a Planning
Commission meeting, performed work on the budget, attended a Safe Streets and
Roads 4 All (SS4A) Committee meeting.

Commissioner Pekarek reported he attended an E911 Board meeting, met with the
Zoning Administrator, met with the Emergency Manager, received several phone calls
regarding road conditions, and attended a Planning Commission meeting.

Ahmic led discussion on a potential moratorium on data centers in Seward County.
Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) recently hosted a Land Use Forum
where education was provided regarding data centers. She proposed a six-month
moratorium to give the county an opportunity to decide the best way to decipher what
is the best way to handle potential data centers in the future. A six-month moratorium
would allow time for the Planning Commission and the Commissioners to conduct
research regarding data centers. Barb Armstead, Deputy County Attorney, noted that it
needs to be clarified that this is specifically in regard to A.I. data centers. Ahmic will
work with Armstead to draft a moratorium.

Known items on the agenda for Board of Equalization on June 23, 2026 are as follows:
8:30 a.m.

Convene and announce Open Meetings Law

Pledge of Allegiance

Discuss/Action - Approve minutes of June 9, 2026

Discuss/Action — Assessor Information Update

h W=

8:30 a.m. Discuss/Action — Protest Hearings
Discuss/Action — Decisions of Protest Hearings

Known items on the agenda for Board of Commissioners on June 23, 2026 are as follows:
9:00 a.m.

1. Convene and announce Open Meetings Law

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Discuss/Action - Approve minutes of June 16, 2026

Other Business Matters to Address When Time Allows

4. Discuss/Action - Public/Organizations/Officials

5. Commissioner Reports

6. Discuss/Action — Foreign National Vetting Process Form for 2025 EMPG
Grant Approval



7. Discuss/Action — Subaward Agreement between City of Lincoln and
Seward County for Aging Services

8. Discuss/Action — Res — Reappropriate Funds for Departments That
Have Gone Over Budget

9. Discuss/Action — GBE, CPA Annual Fraud Inquiry

10.Discuss/Action — Agenda for June 30, 2026

9:15a.m.  Public Hearing — Conditional Use Permit for Prestige Parts LLC for an Auto
Salvage Yard in Section 7, Township 10, Range 4 East of the 6th P.M.

Discuss/Action — Res — Conditional Use Permit for Prestige Parts LLC for
an Auto Salvage Yard in Section 7, Township 10, Range 4 East of the 6th
P.M.

9:45 a.m.  Discuss/Action — Collin Hain/Seward County Chamber & Development
Partnership (SCCDP) Annual Report and Request for 2026-2027 Fiscal
Year Funding

Moved by Zabrocki and seconded by Pekarek to adjourn at 11:22 a.m.
Affirmative Vote: Zabrocki, Pekarek, Hain, Ahmic

State of Nebraska)
County of Seward) ss.

I, Brandy Johnson, the undersigned County Clerk of Seward County, Nebraska do
hereby certify the foregoing minutes are true and are part of the official records of
this office.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal this
23 day of June, 2026

County Clerk Chairperson



